By JOEL STEVENS
Assstant Editor

I'he Amnml Rehci }um[ Tor

a Shelter (ARFS) is a thitd of
Jthe way o its linaneial goal of

raising $600,000 for an ani-
-mal  shelter  south  of
‘(Henwood on 221Est Street.
- ARFS  kicked olf  is
Afundraising campaign in Tunc.
By August the group had
raiscd move than $200,000 in
‘cash and in-kind donations
“for thic planned 6,000 square
fool shelier that will be capa-
-ble of housing ’4‘ dogs and 40
cafs
IF all poes well, said ARLS
“President Jane Susgin, the
aroup with get the “shell” of
the building up by the cnd of
November so inside work can
he done over the winter
“Ideally 1o make everylhing
‘work and keep our costs
down, we (hink 1f we can get
the shelt of the building wp
ithen eet the in-kind (Yabor)
donations in there durng their

slow scason inthe winter, we. -
said

can ‘really gel 10lling,”
Susgin.

ARI'S has already received
local in-kind labor donations
for the cléctrical. plumbing
wid carpentry work: '

Susgin added, with a “cash
prsh™ heading into the fall,
the «building could  meet ifs
ptanned summer 2008 grand
(wpenin‘f

*0Once we zet the shell up il
will be’ \nmuhmo vmhlc "
she said, '

Di. B H Rlshcl : n‘r the
([ulwood Vuumd[y Clinic
and an- ARF% hoard. member
asrees, 7 - physical “presence
(innm\'(, n sée will go far in
stirring, (e donation pot.

“We néed énough to get the
padand the shell up,” said
Rishel “Once wo get that,
ihen the inside work can get
done  P’eople have scen the
sgiter (ad the futuge Jocatiang.

.

for some time. We gust need o
e push now to get us over:

the hump for the buwilding (o

get going.”
ARES plans to approach

about 250 “prospects™  for
“donations. About 40 have
Cheen contacted . in-person

Llhc‘ldy The eroup is also seek-
g several endowments and
erand funds for the project

Dy deff Rodgers of the

" Glepwood Veterinarian Cline

said;. as 15 often the case n
getting o non-profit shelter
underway, susfainable Lond
ing 15 often casier (0 come by
than statt up [unding.

“These projects, historical-
lv, have a hard time getting
rolling but when you do get

up 411(1 Uumu mongy sort of

rolls in,” Redgers said
When the shelter is up and

rumning it will serve as animal

controb [or the county, offer-
ing pet licensing and adoption
services. Mills County, which

sold the .2 2 acres 10 ARFS

fwo years ago, has pledged

SA10.000 to the project
i ARES,
“city councils ineGlenivood,
sSilver

las mer withhthe
and
dare

- City, Malvern’
Fmerson and all fouor
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From left ARFS President Jane Susgin, Dr. Jeff Rodgers

and Dr. Bill Bishel are hoping to have the funds raised on
a county animal shelter to break greund this winter.

constdertng donations

“We've had a wonderful
response,” sard Susgin of the
ARFS™ wigits o local cuty
councils. “They're not telling
us they’re thinking  about
donating,  they’re  (hinking
about how much they will
donate

“They all tecognize there s
problem in the comumunity
and they want (¢ do some
thing akoutil.”

The shelter will be o
hunane shelter, but not neces-
sartly “no kill”™ When ani-
mals are brought (o the shelier
ithey will have thenr health and
temperament cvaluated by a
velerinarian o determine il
they are indeed “adoptable
Al antmals will also be vacci-
nated, microchipped, licensed
{dogs only) and spayed and
nentered belore adoption.

“The plan is (o adopt ot
100 percent of the adoptable
animals,” said Rodgers

2 UFhe ARES hotline conently

aets more than 200 calls a
week for evervihing from
stray doges to feral cats,




